October 21, 1916

[t will not surprise you at all, reader, to find out that Virginia no longer

works at the Milwaukee Post newspaper.

The morning after the slight misunderstanding at the Hughes event, she
tendered her immediate resignation. Within days, she had obtained a job
setting up fundraisers for the Women’s Temperance Movement, which vividly
demonstrates how badly our plan backfired! Instead of dampening the moods
of three men in her life, she has now been granted the authorization to make

every man in America miserable!

[ join Bertrand and Boomer for whiskey every now and then, and we
commiserate about what exactly went wrong with the plan. (I maintain it all

fell apart because Boomer’s Norwegian accent was substandard.)

[ still believe Virginia will one day be overcome by her secret love for me, but
clearly, now is the time to let our relationship breathe. I could tell her my
passion for her is similar to that of Frenchwoman Cecile Bourdier, who made
her way to the front lines at the Somme in order to see her husband.
Bourdier clipped her hair short, borrowed a French military uniform from a
relative and snuck her way through the mud and bomb craters to the front
lines. But, when trying to ask a sergeant where her “brother” was, a rat ran

across her boot and she screamed, giving away the fact that she was a lady!

Bertrand has suggested a new FINGER-PHONE idea that he swears will
make millions of dollars. Users would pay a monthly fee, then go on their
device and order a book of their choosing. Then, someone would

immediately call the customer and read the book to them.



Whoever heard of such a thing! Entertainment on demand! When people
can just write their own books and have them read over the phone without
needing printing and bookbinding, what will become of traditional book
companies! What if publishers only sign contracts with authors who are
FINGER-PHONE famous? I have recently seen one user brag that his cat can
play the piano - this talented feline will probably get a book deal before a

columnist with a popular newspaper will!

Fortunately, I have not heard anything from law enforcement in the weeks
subsequent to my home being raided. This is odd, because I do actually
harbor a strange fantasy of being falsely arrested for a murder I didn't

commit.

For one, I believe I am excellent at arguing, and I am dying to demonstrate
just how good I am by convincing everyone of my innocence while on the
witness stand. Oh, how the newspapers would gush about the “charismatic
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man whose life has been torn asunder by spurious charges!

Also, it would be nice to have it noted publicly that you actually have never
killed anyone. What an aphrodisiac this would be for potential lady
companions! How many men can prove definitively to a woman on their first
date that he is not a murderer! I would wear a suit made of newspapers

announcing my acquittal.

Despite all the terrible news in my life lately, there has been one exceedingly
vivid ray of sunshine - Charles Evans Hughes is certain to win the presidency

in two weeks!

In a special election in Maine last month, Republicans swept the state,
winning everything on the ballot. And, as we all know, “As Maine goes, so

goes the nation.”



Both candidates have moved to the “hot campaigning” portion of the
election season, where they hold no calumny back. This week, Woodrow
Wilson accused Hughes of representing the “silent and secret” parts of the
Republican Party and said that the GOP stands for “every form of bitterness”
and “every ugly form of hate.” Referring to former President Theodore
Roosevelt, Wilson said the “only articulate voice” in the Republican Party
“professes opinions and purposes at which the rest in private shiver and

demur.”

Wilson has also pushed the idea that the Republican Party will be split
between Hughes loyalists and those secretly cheering for Roosevelt’s more
aggressive style of politics. But, any reader of the Milwaukee Post will know

that the Republican Party is not as split as the LAMESTREAM MEDIA

would have us all believe!

Even New York bookmakers have Justice Hughes as the prohibitive favorite;
according to gamblers there, one must bet $5,000 to win $2,500 if Hughes

wins - two to one odds against the incumbent!

This large lead is likely the result of Hughes’ newfound acidity on the
campaign trail. In his home state of New York last week, the Justice, “burning
with indignation,” savaged his critics, some of whom had criticized him for

tossing aside his judgeship for the presidency.

“No American need apologize for being a candidate for office,” said Hughes
to loud cheers. “I had no desire to return to politics, but there came a

summons which no honorable man could refuse.”

Hughes has also had to answer accusations by Wilson that he has colluded

with foreign interests in order to help his campaign. According to the



president, Hughes has had secret meetings with both Germans and members

of the Allied powers and made promises to each if he were to be elected.

“It is hardly necessary to say that if I am elected,” Hughes told another New
York crowd, “we shall have an exclusively American policy in the service of

American interests.”

“I have no secret understandings, no unstated purpose,” Hughes told the
crowd, adding that if anyone supposes that if he is elected “the right and
interests of American citizens will be subordinated to any ulterior purpose or
to the interest of the policies of any foreign power whatever, he is doomed to

disappointment.”

Even well before Election Day, Democrats are already charging voting fraud
against Republicans. Yesterday, Assistant United States Attorney General
Frank C. Dalley accused the GOP of busing over 300,000 black voters to
[llinois, Indiana, and Ohio over the span of eighteen months in order to
swing the elections in those states. As everyone knows, blacks vote
overwhelmingly for Republicans, and Democrats hold a tight grip on the
southern states. So it would make sense for the GOP to bring black voters

north to ensure victory in states that are up for grabs.

Dalley, also a Wilson spokesman, called the Republican efforts a “gigantic
voting fraud conspiracy” embracing the entire country. In Chicago alone,
Democrats were able to strike 1,000 blacks from the city’s voting rolls,

claiming they had all registered to vote illegally.

Let us hope these black voters remain in the Midwest’s big cities to continue

voting overwhelmingly for Republicans for the next century!

Regardless of the Democrats’ complaining, Hughes’ election is all but

ensured. On Friday, William R. Wilcox, chairman of the Republican



national committee, declared that “the campaign is practically ended and
there is nothing to it but the election of Hughes.” Wilcox broke down the
electoral votes for the media, showing that Hughes will win 308 votes, or
forty-two in excess of the required 266 to become president. Further, he
boasted that Republicans had over $1.6 million in the bank to run their

campaigns around the country.

What a relief! According to the Post, Republicans outnumber the Democrats
in America by more than one million voters. “It is only when the Republican
Party is suffering from some untoward circumstance, such as operated against
it four years ago, that the Democrats have any chance to win a national

election,” the paper said.

[t is fortunate that residents of this city have a newspaper that will deliver
them the truth about what is happening in politics! Unlike the city’s
Democratic papers, a Republican paper like the Post is more in tune with the

thoughts of the regular people of Americal!

In just the past week, headlines in the paper have read “SWING FOR
HUGHES SEEN IN ANALYSIS OF CONDITIONS IN ALL STATES,”
“NATION SWINGS TO HUGHES,” “HUGHES HOLDS INSIDE
TRACK,” “POLL SHOWS HUGHES LEADS IN ELECTORS,” and
“HUGHES IS ABSOLUTELY GOING TO WIN, AND EVEN IF HE
DOESN'T IT’S NOT LIKE YOU’RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO EASILY
LOOK UP THESE HEADLINES A CENTURY FROM NOW.”

Most notably, the paper has emphasized how overwhelmingly Hughes has
won over women and suffragists. In an article noting how much more
politically active ladies are in 1916, the Post said women “now have reasons
for thought, and they can express them wittily, sharply, briefly,” and “to the

point.”



In a story I typed, the paper reported that over 4,000 women packed a
Chicago auditorium on Thursday to see Theodore Roosevelt stump on
Hughes’ behalf. At the women’s event, over a hundred ladies were brought to
the stage to explain why they were for Hughes; many of them ridiculed
Wilson’s previous statements, claiming they backed Hughes because he

wasn’t “too proud to fight.”

Further, the Post has gone out of its way to print photographs of all the pretty
society women who support Justice Hughes’ candidacy. The message is clear -

vote for Hughes and some comely young lass will definitely want to pull the

lever for YOU!

As it happens, in twelve backward states primarily in the West - Arizona,
California, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Montana, Nevada, Utah,
Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming - women are ALLOWED to vote for
president. Six of those states only allowed women's suffrage after 1912, so

ladies in those states will be casting their first-ever presidential ballots.

That is why, in anticipation of Election Day, the national Republican Party
has issued a list of instructions to help confused women vote on November
7th. The party told ladies it was safer to vote a “straight ticket,” as that is far

less perplexing than voting for different candidates from different parties.

"The slightest mistake in detail and the vote will be thrown out," reads the
party's warning. "This is done every election with many man's votes, but to

women, this first vote is too precious for them to want to take any chances."

Many people question the wisdom of a system whereby different newspapers
espousing contrary political beliefs are allowed to exist. They complain that a
city having a Republican newspaper and a Democratic newspaper makes each
publication susceptible to printing FALSE NEWS.



But whoever heard of an "unbiased" newspaper! Since America's founding
papers were created by businessmen with particular political leanings trying
to influence voters, and ultimately, elections. A century ago, Federalist

newspapers, promoting party leader John Adams, attacked Thomas Jefferson
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as an "Atheist," "anarchist," "demagogue," "coward," and "trickster," and said
that Jefferson's followers were "cut-throats who walk in rags and sleep amid
filth and vermin." And Jefferson was currently serving as Adams' vice-

president!

Yet that was mundane politicking compared to the 1828 presidential race
between Adams’ son, John Quincy Adams, and Andrew Jackson. Jackson’s
supporters called Adams “The Pimp,” based on a rumor about Adams
coercing a young woman to have sex with a Russian Czar a decade earlier.
Adams’ supporters countered with a newspaper cartoon of Jackson hanging a
man in a noose, a reference to Jackson’s time spent executing Seminole

Indian sympathizers. The cartoon’s caption read, “Jackson is to be president

and you will be HANGED.”

The campaign also saw each candidate attack the other’s wife. Jackson’s
supporters claimed that Louisa Adams was an illegitimate child that had been
having intimate relations with Adams before marriage. Adams’ supporters
pointed out that Rachel Jackson married Andrew before her previous
marriage had legally ended. After growing increasingly depressed, Rachel
Jackson died several days after Jackson won the campaign, and Andrew never

stopped blaming Adams for her death.

[f partisan papers in the modern era craft news in a more favorable light for
one candidate or the other, it certainly doesn't mean the end of democracy.
Battles between partisan media empires have been far more vituperative in

the past, and democracy is still very much alive!



While news of the presidential race has kept my mind off my failed attempts
at romancing a lady, so has the slate of fascinating stories running across my
desk at work. For instance, in Chicago, a young white girl was just taken from

the home of a black woman who had raised the child since she was a week

old.

Back in 1902, "Mammy" Camilla Jackson was working as a maid in
Jacksonville, Florida when she was hired to care for a child by an actress
named Mrs. Delbridge. The young actress was unable to nurse her newborn
daughter, Marjorie, and "Mammy," who had spent a decade nursing white

children, happily took the job.

When young Marjorie turned seven years old, Mrs. Delbridge tragically died,
after having left her daughter in Mrs. Jackson's permanent care. When city
authorities found out that Marjorie, now fourteen years old, was still in the
care of a black woman, they ordered the white child removed. They
immediately began searching for Marjorie's closest relative and, if they find

none, they will place her with another white family.

What an injustice! It has broken poor Mammy’s heart to have her child
ripped from her grasp. In order to earn sympathy from the city, she even told
court commissioners that she had never allowed Marjorie to associate with
any colored folks other than her own children. What a humiliation she was

willing to endure to simply get her baby back!

One even more troubling story crossed my desk yesterday - one that I simply
couldn’t believe was real. As reporter Dirk Callaway handed it to me in
handwritten form, he shrugged and said, “I thought of all the people in the

office, you might want to see this one.”

He walked away and I read the article:



INVESTMENT BANKER ON THE LAM NABBED IN MISSOURI

Millionaire Michigan investment banker Bernard Wolfe was
apprehended by law enforcement today in Joplin, Missouri, who
immediately charged him with fraudulently manipulating stock prices.
According to court documents, Wolfe had been unlawfully spreading
misinformation to drive down the price of stocks, then purchasing
those stocks at a reduced rate. Wolfe had been using his telephone line
to mislead investors about the nature of the investments, making it a

federal crime.

Wolfe has been traveling the country for the last several months,
staying in hotels across America under the alias “Sebastian Schneider.”
Other hotel guests say “Schneider” had told them he was a sad, lonely
newspaper employee who had once served as a spokesman for a drug

that helped men with erectile dysfunction.

Wolfe told the court his arrest was simply a plot by the German
government to weaken America’s financial structure by taking down its
most successful businessmen. When led to jail in handcuffs, he
promised he would be pardoned by President Charles Evans Hughes, a

man who would one day “Make America Great Again.”
[ gulped.

Clearly, Wolfe had used information from my INTER-LOG postings to steal
my identity while he evaded capture! He was sharing details he could have
only gleaned from reading my FINGER-PHONE communications. (Also, his

characterization of me seemed a bit unnecessarily insulting.)

Had he known of my feelings for Grace all along? Did he know I knew of his

secret dealings! Did he do any business in my name!



[ had so many immediate questions. Most prominent among them -

WHERE IS GRACE!



